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Ensure cranes do not damage pipe bridges

What Happened: 

A mobile crane (120 t) 
damaged a pipe bridge 
inside a chemical plant 
on its way to another 
area. The pipe rack was 
severely damaged, 
without product release.

➢The beam was not fully brought down into driving position, as 
counter-weight blocked it.

➢Good procedures, responsibilities and coordination at the 
location is essential, but it remains work by people, that can 
be under time pressure and experience special problems, like 
here with the counter-weight.

➢Areas with hazardous pipe bridges are 
often protected at the entrance of the 
unit by a height port. This does not 
guarantee that the crane is well 
lowered after the lifting work.

Aspects:

➢Assure routes are well agreed with the driver.

➢Review pipe bridges with very hazardous chemicals, in terms 
of height, strength and protection, and evaluate the need for 
physical protection.
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