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Aspects:

» Polymers have the tendency to plug lines that can restrict
flows or block instrument lines.

» Plants generally have no good procedures to remove plugs
and operators tend to become creative to avoid shut down.

» The hazards of removing plugs need to be well understood
and opening of equipment to reach the plug need to be
avoided or controlled by senior management.

» Do not use pressure of hazardous chemicals to de-plug pipe
lines or process equipment.

» Before opening an installation to remove polymer or plugs,
remove hazardous chemicals, pressure and energy.

Unplugging of equipment needs an approved plan!
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